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Child Exploitation Screening Tool - Guidance
The Screening Tool uses the term ‘child’ deliberately to remind us that a child at risk through exploitation is a child in need of protection and not a young adult making poor choices. It is designed to be used by anyone who has concerns for a child. A child is defined as a person who is under 18 years of age.
The Screening Tool is designed to help identify vulnerabilities and risks associated with exploitation and for you to explain your concerns relating to the child. Your observations of behaviours and any significant changes will be important as children will often deny or be unaware that they are being exploited. Significant changes in behaviours, a single high-risk episode or multiple risk factors may indicate that the child is a victim of abuse through exploitation rather than a teenager experimenting with risk taking. Please complete as fully as possible.  

Please use the DSPP guidance for professionals around the use of language when discussing and recording work with exploitation to assist with the completion of this tool.

	Child Details

	Forename(s)
	Click or tap to add details here.	Surname
	Add details here.
	Child also known as?
	Click or tap to add details here.
	Date of Birth
	Click or tap to add details here.	Gender
	Choose an item.
	Ethnicity
	Please Choose 

	Home or Placement Address
	Click or tap to add details here.
	School / College / Employment attended by Child
	Click or tap to add details here.
	EHCP / SEND
	Click or tap to add details here.
	Professional judgement of any additional learning needs? If yes, please provide details below
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Click or tap to enter text.

	What is your relationship to the child?
	Click or tap to add details here.
	

	Parent/Carer Details

	Forename(s)
	Click or tap to enter text.	Surname
	Click or tap to enter text.
	Address Details
	Click or tap to enter text.
	Do they have Parental Responsibility?
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	


	Risk - Can highlight more than one risk if required

	Sexual Exploitation
	Yes / No (Please choose)
	Missing
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Criminal Exploitation / County Lines
	Yes / No (Please choose)
	Serious Youth Violence
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Modern Slavery / Human Trafficking
	Yes / No (Please choose)
	Honour Based Abuse
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Harmful Sexual Behaviours
	Yes / No (Please choose)
	Online Harm
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Radicalisation
	Yes / No (Please choose)
	If yes, have you completed a Prevent Referral Form?
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Please view the RISK definition guide by double clicking on the document shown here →
	


	




	[bookmark: _Hlk45125852]Agency Involvement – Please specify current agency involvement e.g. Social Care; School Nurse; CAMHS; Here4Youth, Barnardo’s etc

	Agency Name
	Role
	Details (including contact details)

	Children’s Services
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	Police
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	YOS - Statutory ☐ or Early Help ☐
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	CAMHS
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	A & E
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	School Nurse
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	School / Education / Training Provider
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	Housing
	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	Other (add here).	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	Other (add here).	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	Other (add here).	Add details here.	Click or tap to add details here.
	No Lead Agency
	Early Help Plan
	Child in Need
	Child Protection Plan
	Child in Care / Leaving Care

	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Lead Practitioner Name?
	Click or tap to add details here.
	[bookmark: _Hlk49229093]Is the child placed from a different authority? If yes, please provide details below including the authority and if known, the date they were placed.
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Click or tap to enter text.

	

	Areas of Concern 
Which of the following are applicable to this young person? (Current: 0-6 months | Previous: 6+ months | Suspected)

	Concern
	C / P / S
	Details

	Repeat missing incidents
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Drug or alcohol misuse
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	[bookmark: _Hlk45274044]In possession of money/ gifts / items / phones / clothing that cannot be accounted for
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	[bookmark: _Hlk45274203]Change in physical appearance or behaviour / isolated from peers / more secretive
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	[bookmark: _Hlk45274297]Pregnancy, termination or repeat testing for sexually transmitted infections
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Being coerced into taking/sharing indecent images of self or others
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Arrested / Involved in criminality
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Found / travelling out of Borough
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	[bookmark: _Hlk45274394]Multiple mobile phones
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Young person feels indebted to an individual or group
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Items missing from home
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Young person carrying / concealing weapons
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Connections with other people in gangs, criminality, or Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) - please provide names
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	[bookmark: _Hlk45274500]Absent from school / Non-school attendance
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Living in a chaotic / dysfunctional household
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Child has experience of extra or intra familial violence
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Low self-esteem / self confidence
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Minimising or retracting statements of harm to professionals
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Self-harm indicators and / or mental health concerns and / or suicidal thoughts / attempts
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Injuries – evidence of physical or sexual assault (i.e. domestic abuse)
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Relationship breakdown with family and or peers
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Expressions around invincibility or not caring what happens to them
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Forming relations with unknown adults and young people, including online
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Increasing disruptive, impulsive behaviour, hostile or physically aggressive, including use of sexual language and language in relating to criminality and / or violence.
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Young person’s sexuality increases their vulnerability as they feel unaccepted due to sexual orientation
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Location of concern (include train station; vehicle / parks / buildings) provide names / registration
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Homelessness / family having to move or leave their home
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Struggling to manage in current living arrangement (independent living / with other / family)
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Child associating with peers of concern (provide name)
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Association with others who have been exploited or go missing (provide names)
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details
	Found in possession of drugs and or significant amount of money locally or out of borough
	Please Choose	Click or tap to add details


	With the above highlighted risk(s) – How do you think the child is being exploited? (Give as much information as possible)

	Click or tap to enter text.


	What are the concerns, and what is the potential impact for the child? (Give as much information as possible)

	Click or tap to enter text.


	What are the strengths / protective factors in the child’s life? How do these impact on the level of risk?

	Click or tap to enter text.


	What is the child’s view of these concerns?

	Click or tap to enter text.


	Are the parents / carers aware of these concerns? If not, why not?

	Click or tap to enter text.


	What support have you put in place to address these concerns? And what else do you think the child / family needs?

	Click or tap to enter text.




	Have you submitted a Multi-Agency Referral form for any peers who are linked? 
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Click or tap to enter Names.

	Have you completed a National Referral Mechanism form? If yes please include the NRM number below.
	Yes / No (Please choose)

	Click or tap to enter NRM number.

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk52438687]Please indicate below your overall Risk Level

	At Risk   ☐
	Medium Risk   ☐
	High Risk   ☐

	

	Referrer’s Details

	Name
	Click or tap to enter text.
	Organisation/Agency
	Click or tap to enter text.	Role
	Click or tap to enter text.
	Email
	@

	Telephone landline
	Click or tap to enter text.	Mobile
	Click or tap to enter text.

	Date of Referral
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	

	Dudley Exploitation Hub (contact details) 

	Dudley Exploitation Hub
Children’s Services
Corbyn Road
Dudley
DY1 2JZ
Tel: 01384 813200

	
Please submit your referral by attaching the screening tool to a Request for Help and Support Form via the Dudley Children’s Portal site:
https://childrensocialcare.dudley.gov.uk/


	

	To be completed by Dudley Exploitation Hub: Rationale/Recommendation(s):

	Name
	Click or tap to add details here.	Date
	Click or tap to enter date.
	Click or tap to enter text.
	Dudley Exploitation Hub: Recommended Risk Level

	At Risk   ☐
	Medium Risk   ☐
	High Risk   ☐

	Is a MACE required 
	    Yes  ☐         No    ☐

	Child Exploitation Assessment Tool
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		Definition

A vulnerable Child who may be at risk of being recruited and groomed into exploitative behaviours.

Some evidence that the child is at an increased vulnerability of being exploited, but there are positive protective factors in the Child’s life. The Child and their family may require a referral to targeted Early Help services for education/intervention to develop an awareness of the dangers that can lead to situations where they are being exposed to extra familial harm.

Actions

Children will have emerging, or multiple and or complex needs requiring a Multi-agency Early Help response and an Early Help Assessment should be considered with these cases.

Advice and guidance with the offer of support for children and families, can be obtained from the appropriate family centre and the Dudley Exploitation Hub should be informed of children/young people at this risk level.
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		Definition

A vulnerable Child who may be targeted for Gang Activity/Youth Violence/Online Bullying who may be at risk of being groomed for exploitation and who maybe sofa surfing or going missing from home/school. Worries about inconsistent parenting and non-engagement with support services maybe present.

There are no imminent/urgent safeguarding concerns and there is evidence that the Child may have protective factors, but circumstances and/or behaviours place him/her at ongoing risk of Exploitation.

Likely to be deemed a Child in Need who is unlikely to achieve or to have the opportunity of maintaining a reasonable standard of health and development without the provisions of services.

Actions

A Multi-Agency Referral to MASH is required (on unallocated children) where it is suspected a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm. Consideration should also be given to a separate referral for any associated peers.  A multi-agency strategy meeting should be convened in relation to a child assessed at significant risk.

Risk should be closely monitored and regularly reassessed at a MACE (Multi-Agency Child Exploitation) Meeting.

Work on risk awareness and staying safe should be undertaken with the child and their family.  A planned programme to raise awareness of exploitation and to provide tools for children to self-protect is required.  The Dudley Exploitation Hub should be involved with children at this risk level.
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		Definition

A Child who is being criminally and or sexually exploited whether by gang members or other unknown peers/adults and whom themselves are being trafficked and /or is being coerced into the moving/selling of drugs/youth violence. 

A child who may be targeted for opportunistic abuse through exchange of sex for drugs, accommodation and goods. A Child who has regular repeated incidents of going missing with no explanation and/ or a plausible account for their whereabouts.

Evidence or disclosure suggests that the Child is at immediate and/or continuing risk of Gang Activity and Youth Violence. Likely to suffer significant injury/harm which may be physical or sexual if services are not provided. 

Evidence or assessments suggest that the Child is experiencing exploitation which they may not recognise. 

Actions

A Multi-Agency Referral is required to MASH (on unallocated children) where it is suspected a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm. Consideration should also be given to a separate referral for any associated peers.  A multi-agency strategy meeting should be convened in relation to the child assessed at Significant Risk.

Participants of the meeting should agree a protection plan and action to include long-term intensive direct work with the individual child.  

Risk should be closely monitored and regularly reassessed at a MACE (Multi-Agency Child Exploitation) Meeting.

The Plan should include actions in relation to perpetrators and disruption work alongside the Police. The Dudley Exploitation Hub will be involved with children at this risk level and cases will be presented and discussed at monthly CEMOG meetings (Child Exploited and Missing Operational group)
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Assessment Tool – To identify Risk and Vulnerability

The assessment tool uses the term ‘child’ deliberately to remind us that a child at risk through exploitation is a child in need of protection and not a young adult making poor choices. It is designed to be used by anyone who has concerns for a child. A child is defined as a person who is under 18 years of age.

This assessment tool is aimed at providing some support in identifying risks and vulnerabilities presenting in different contexts.  It is not an exhaustive list but to help you in considering some of the contextual risks and vulnerabilities that may be affecting children and young people you are supporting.  

		Child Details



		Forename(s)

		Click or tap to add details here.		Surname

		Add details here.

		Child also known as?

		Click or tap to add details here.

		Date of Birth

		Click or tap to add details here.		Gender

		Choose an item.

		Home or Placement Address

		Click or tap to add details here.

		School / College / Employment attended by Child

		Click or tap to add details here.

		EHCP / SEND

		Click or tap to add details here.

		What is your relationship to the child?

		Click or tap to add details here.

		



		Risk - Can highlight more than one risk if required



		Sexual Exploitation

		Yes / No (Please choose)

		Missing

		Yes / No (Please choose)



		Criminal Exploitation / County Lines

		Yes / No (Please choose)

		Human Trafficking

		Yes / No (Please choose)



		Modern Slavery

		Yes / No (Please choose)

		Honour Based Abuse

		Yes / No (Please choose)



		Harmful Sexual Behaviours

		Yes / No (Please choose)

		Online Harm

		Yes / No (Please choose)



		Please view the RISK definition guide by double clicking on the document shown here →

		





		



		Young person Risks and Vulnerability:



		· Involved in offending 

· Thoughts of or attempts at suicide

· Poor mental health (including eating disorder)

· Self-harm

· Unsure about their sexual orientation

· Poor self-image/low self esteem

· Significant change in appearance

· Sexually transmitted infection

· Risk taking including on the internet (promoting gangs/drugs/extremist ideologies etc, publishing personal information)

· Sexualised risk taking including on the internet (including being groomed on the internet) 

· Repeat STIs/attendance at GUM clinic

· Repeat pregnancies/terminations/fathering children

· Gang association

· Involvement with police and/or criminal behaviour

· Carrying a knife or other weapon

· Young person is dealing drugs

· Missing episodes from school or home



		Click or tap to enter description / details.



		



		Peer Risks and Vulnerability:



		· New and unknown associates 

· Misuse of substances – e.g. drugs/alcohol/prescribed medication

· Association with peers involved in criminal behaviour 

· Girls who associate with male gang members

· Associating with known gang members/predominantly pro-criminal peers

· Associating with Organised Crime Groups 

· Links to gang/peer network 

· Connections to individuals or groups known to have extremist views

· Friends with young people who are exploited 

· Teenage relationship abuse (Domestic Abuse) 

· Victim of and or carrying our Harmful Sexual Behaviours



		Click or tap to enter description / details.



		



		Family Risks and Vulnerability:



		· Living in a chaotic or dysfunctional household (including parental substance use, domestic violence, parental mental health issues, parental criminality)

· History of abuse (including familial child sexual abuse, risk of forced marriage, risk of So Called ‘honour’ based abuse, physical and emotional abuse and neglect)

· Parental capacity concerns 

· Gang association either through relatives, peers or intimate relationships

· Family members have strong link s with banned groups

· Homelessness/ sofa surfing

· Young carer

· Sibling for whom there were CSE/gangs/county lines concerns

· Missing from home or care (including short periods of time)

· Parents not reporting child missing 

· Parents not meeting child’s/young person needs

· Recent bereavement or loss

· Unsure about their sexual orientation or unable to disclose sexual orientation to their families

· Regularly coming home late or going missing – duplicate 

· Reduced contact with family/friends



		Click or tap to enter description / details.



		



		School/Education Risks and Vulnerability:



		· Non-school attendance/exclusion from school

· Change in education setting and or on reduced timetable

· Attending school with young people who are exploited

· Lack of motivation 

· Poor relationships with teachers 

· Difficulties integrating socially 

· Bullying others 

· Victim of bullying 

· Special educational needs/disability 

· Unidentified need or difficulty 

· Complex history of moves, disruptions etc

· Deliberate attempt to disrupt or jeopardies placement 

· Offending on or near school 

· Other concerns raised by education staff 

· Absent from school

· No parental involvement with education 



		Click or tap to enter description / details.





		



		Neighbourhood Risks and Vulnerability:



		· Living in a gang neighbourhood

· Living in residential care or hostel or bed and breakfast or a foyer

· Specific place

· Lack of local amenities 

· Ethnic/racial/cultural tensions 

· Isolated/deprived neighbourhood 

· Lack of access to local resources/poverty

· Local offending patterns 

· Radicalisation pressures 

· Local substance misuse trends/culture 

· Concerns with particular areas

· Specific local concerns – buildings, hotels, houses etc 

· Connection to new/unknown area with no explanation



		Click or tap to enter description / details.



		



		Exploitation Risks and Vulnerability:



		· Regularly coming home late or going missing

· Reduced contact with family/friends

· Experimenting with drugs/alcohol

· Recruiting others into exploitative situations

· Poor self-image/low self esteem

· New unknown associates (children or adults) 

· Unaccounted for money/goods/drugs/alcohol etc.

· Significant change in appearance

· Multiple phones

· Getting into cars with unknown individuals 

· Non-school attendance/exclusion from school

· Sexually transmitted infection

· Connection to new/unknown area with no explanation

· Espousing extremist and intolerance views

· Risk taking including on the internet (promoting gangs/drugs/extremist ideologies etc., publishing personal information)

· Unknown/secret internet usage

· Friends with young people who are exploited 

· Evidence of sexual bullying/ radicalisation and/or vulnerability through the internet and/or social networking sites

· Connection to new/unknown area with no explanation



		Click or tap to enter description / details.



		



		Assessors Details



		Name

		Click or tap to enter text.

		Organisation/Agency

		Click or tap to enter text.		Role

		Click or tap to enter text.

		Email

		@



		Telephone landline

		Click or tap to enter text.		Mobile

		Click or tap to enter text.



		Date of Referral

		Click or tap to enter text.

		



		Dudley Exploitation Hub (contact details) 



		Dudley Exploitation Hub
Children’s Services
Corbyn Road
Dudley
DY1 2JZ
Tel: 01384 813200



		Please submit your referral by attaching the screening tool to a Request for Help and Support Form via the Dudley Children’s Portal site:

https://childrensocialcare.dudley.gov.uk/





		



		Please indicate below your overall Risk Level/Rationale:



		[bookmark: _Hlk52439461]At Risk  ☐

		Medium Risk ☐

		High Risk ☐



		











		[bookmark: _Hlk45196825]To be completed by Dudley Exploitation Hub



		Managers Comments on Risk/Recommendation:



		At Risk  ☐

		Medium Risk ☐

		High Risk ☐



		Click or tap to enter text.
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			Definition


A vulnerable Child who may be at risk of being recruited and groomed into exploitative behaviours.


Some evidence that the child is at an increased vulnerability of being exploited, but there are positive protective factors in the Child’s life. The Child and their family may require a referral to targeted Early Help services for education/intervention to develop an awareness of the dangers that can lead to situations where they are being exposed to extra familial harm.


Actions


Children will have emerging, or multiple and or complex needs requiring a Multi-agency Early Help response and an Early Help Assessment should be considered with these cases.


Advice and guidance with the offer of support for children and families, can be obtained from the appropriate family centre and the Dudley Exploitation Hub should be informed of children/young people at this risk level.
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			Definition


A vulnerable Child who may be targeted for Gang Activity/Youth Violence/Online Bullying who may be at risk of being groomed for exploitation and who maybe sofa surfing or going missing from home/school. Worries about inconsistent parenting and non-engagement with support services maybe present.


There are no imminent/urgent safeguarding concerns and there is evidence that the Child may have protective factors, but circumstances and/or behaviours place him/her at ongoing risk of Exploitation.


Likely to be deemed a Child in Need who is unlikely to achieve or to have the opportunity of maintaining a reasonable standard of health and development without the provisions of services.


Actions


A Multi-Agency Referral to MASH is required (on unallocated children) where it is suspected a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm. Consideration should also be given to a separate referral for any associated peers.  A multi-agency strategy meeting should be convened in relation to a child assessed at significant risk.


Risk should be closely monitored and regularly reassessed at a MACE (Multi-Agency Child Exploitation) Meeting.


Work on risk awareness and staying safe should be undertaken with the child and their family.  A planned programme to raise awareness of exploitation and to provide tools for children to self-protect is required.  The Dudley Exploitation Hub should be involved with children at this risk level.
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			Definition


A Child who is being criminally and or sexually exploited whether by gang members or other unknown peers/adults and whom themselves are being trafficked and /or is being coerced into the moving/selling of drugs/youth violence. 


A child who may be targeted for opportunistic abuse through exchange of sex for drugs, accommodation and goods. A Child who has regular repeated incidents of going missing with no explanation and/ or a plausible account for their whereabouts.


Evidence or disclosure suggests that the Child is at immediate and/or continuing risk of Gang Activity and Youth Violence. Likely to suffer significant injury/harm which may be physical or sexual if services are not provided. 


Evidence or assessments suggest that the Child is experiencing exploitation which they may not recognise. 


Actions


A Multi-Agency Referral is required to MASH (on unallocated children) where it is suspected a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm. Consideration should also be given to a separate referral for any associated peers.  A multi-agency strategy meeting should be convened in relation to the child assessed at Significant Risk.


Participants of the meeting should agree a protection plan and action to include long-term intensive direct work with the individual child.  


Risk should be closely monitored and regularly reassessed at a MACE (Multi-Agency Child Exploitation) Meeting.


The Plan should include actions in relation to perpetrators and disruption work alongside the Police. The Dudley Exploitation Hub will be involved with children at this risk level and cases will be presented and discussed at monthly CEMOG meetings (Child Exploited and Missing Operational group)
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